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omitted  from  filming  /  il  se  peut  que  certaines  pages 
blanches  ajout^es  lors  d'une  restauration 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte,  mais,  lorsque  cela  6tait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  6\6  film^es. 
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Quality  indgaie  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material  / 
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Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata  slips, 
tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refiimed  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  totalement  ou 
partiellement  obscurcies  par  un  feuiilet  d'errata,  une 
pelure,  etc.,  ont  6t6  filmtes  k  nouveau  de  fagon  k 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 

Opposing  page^i  with  varying  colouration  or 
discoiourations  are  filmed  twice  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  s'opposant  ayant  des 
colorations  variables  ou  des  decolorations  sont 
filmtes  deux  fois  afin  d'obtenir  la  meilleure  image 
possible. 
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Tha  imagaa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  bast  quality 
possibia  conaidaring  tha  condition  and  iagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  kaaping  with  tha 
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Original  capias  in  printad  papar  eovara  ara  fllmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  cowar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  paga  with  a  printad  or  illustratad  impraa- 
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first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illustratad  impras- 
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Tha  last  racordad  frama  on  each  microficha 
shall  contain  tha  symbol  -♦•  I  moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  symbol  V  (moaning  "END"I. 
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Maps,  platas.  charts,  ate.  may  ba  filmad  at 
diffarant  raduction  ratios.  Thosa  too  larga  to  ba 
antiraly  included  in  ona  exposure  ara  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bonom.  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
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L'tiamplair*  film*  fut  rcproduit  grict  *  la 
gAnArosit*  da: 

British  Columbia  Archives  and  Records 
Service. 

Lm  im«g«t  tuivantM  ont  at*  rvproduitat  av«c  la 
plus  grand  soin.  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nonata  da  I'axamplaira  filma,  at  an 
conformita  avac  laa  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 

Laa  axantplairas  originaux  dont  la  couvartura  an 
papiar  ast  imprimaa  aont  filmas  an  commancant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarn^inant  soit  par  la 
darniara  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  ia  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  cas.  Tous  la*  autras  axamplairas 
originaux  sont  filmas  an  commandant  par  la 
pramiara  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darniara  paga  qui  comporta  una  taila 
amprainta. 

Un  das  symbolas  suivants  apparaftra  sur  la 
darniara  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha.  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  — »  si^nifia  "A  SUIVRE  ".  la 
symbols  ▼  signifia  "FIN". 

Las  cartas,  planchas.  tablaaux.  ate.  pauvant  atre 
filmas  a  das  taux  da  raduction  diffarants. 
Lersqua  la  documant  ast  trop  grand  pour  atra 
raproduit  an  un  saul  clicha.  il  ast  filma  a  partir 
da  I'angia  supariaur  gaucha.  da  gaucha  a  droite. 
at  da  haut  an  bas,  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'imagas  nacassaira.  Las  diagrsmmas  suivants 
illustrant  la  mathoda. 
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Mo»t  Wor$lupfuf  Orand  Matter  and  Brethren  — 

m,/^Vr  ^^Z7J^'  •°':'>f««'^  '"to  the  Proyince  it  i.  not 
•driMtble  bv  thJ,  TTnH^„'.  n      7?  **'  ^''*"  '*  ^»»  considered 

question  .bout  that  t^r  posw...on.  being  •  burning 

Early  in   the  year   mentioned,   men.   we   finrt   f)»f   ri,!«»   t^    * 
^ugla.  with  a  number  of  employei  of  the  SudS.^y  Com'  n^ tfj 

it  ^ini      '^•"  "•  *""""  «'""-«»i<«t"'n  on  the  11th  of  thatTo"?i 
until^S,^3*rS''ofT,*i.?/-'  Freemasonry  is  found  in  the  public  joumala 
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ADDRESS 

DELIVERED  BY 

R.  W.  BRO.  DeWOLF  smith 

on   the   Occasion   of  the   Celebrarian   of    the    Fiftieth 

Anniversary  of  the  Introduction^f  freemasonry 

into  the  Province  of  BritislVcoIumbia. 

VICTORIA.  B.C. 

Mih  DECEMBER.   1909. 
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The  flrtt  gkthcring  of  FrMiuMni  in  Britiih  Columbia  of  which 
we  have  any  record  wat  held  on  the  6th  of  September,  18fl9.  It  wa« 
an  informal  meetinfr,  held  for  the  purpoiie  of  arranxinK  for  the  funeral 
of  Brother  Samuel  J.  Hazeltine.  Brother  Haseltine  wai  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  iteamer  Labouchere,  and  on  the  2etli 
of  August,  1850,  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  leg.  He  was  removed 
to  the  Royal  Hospital,  Victoria,  and  died  there. 

Ai  a  result  of  the  meeting  referred  to,  the  following  notic*  appeared 
in  "The  British  Colonist"  of  the  7th  of  September,  1859:— 

"Masonic  Notice. 

At  an  infotTnal  meeting  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  held 
this  day,  it  was 

Heaolved,  That  all  Master  Masons  in  good  standinj;, 
attached  to  the  Navy,  Army  or  livil  Departments  of  Her 
&IaJesty,  or  of  the  U.  8.  Navy,  now  sojoi.rning  in  this  colony, 
lie  invitwl  to  participate  in  the  obsequies  of  our  deceaseil 
Brother  SAMCEl,  .1.  HAZELTINE,  meeting  for  that  purpose 
lit  tlie  Hall  of  the  Royal  Hotel  tomorrow. 

Brethren  in  good  standing,  resident  or  sojourning  on  the 
Island,  are  fraternally  invited  to  attend.     By  order, 
B.  F.  Moses,  John  T.  Damon, 

Secretarj-  pio  tem.  Acting  W.  M. 

Victoria,  V.  I.,  Sept.  flth,  1860." 

The  meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  the  Royal  Hotel,  which  wa» 
situated  near  the  corner  of  Wharf  and  Johnson  streets.  A  large  num)>er 
of  the  Craft  attended  the  meeting;  several  California  Masons  vouched 
for  each  other  and  formed  committees  for  the  examination  of  others, 
VVhen  this  had  been  done,  the  Brethren  exercised  their  ancient  prcropa- 
tive  and  formed  ..hemselves  into  a  Lodge  and  oHicers  were  chown. 
Brother  John  T.  Damon  was  elected  acting  Worshipful  Master  ami 
Brother  B.  F.  Moses  Acting  Secretary. 

The  following  day  the  Craft  again  assoniblod.  and  iM'ing  pronerlv 
clothed  in  white  gloves  and  aprons  (the  aprons  having  been  made  bv 
a  tent  maker  on  Yates  street)  formed  a  procession  and  marched  to  the 
Hospital  and  thence  to  the  Cemetery  beyond  Christ  Church,  '- '  -  ••' 
that  was  mortal  of  the  late  Hrother  Hazeltine  was  interred  wit 
honours. 

Unfortunately  there  in  no  record  preserved  of  the  i:amt 
who  were  present  on  this  interesting  occasion,  and  the  only  i 
the  event  is  the  following  paragraph  in  ''The  British  Colonisi  ,  e 

9th  of  September,  1859. 

"M.4S0NIC  FfNERAL.— The  remains  of  the  late  Mr. 
Samuel  Hazeltine,  whose  sudden  death  has  been  peneralh 
deplored,  were  followed  to  tlie  grave,  on  Wednesday,  by  ninri\ 
friends — and  a  larfre  numl>er  of  Masons,  of  which  Order"  he  was 
a  member.     He  was  buried  by  the  Masonic  fraternity." 

Although  this  is  the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  Craft  others  iinist 
have  been  held  previously,  as  the  Warrant  for  ttie  formation  of  Victoria 
Lodge  was  granted  by  the  M.  W.  (Jrnnd  Master  of  England,  who,  nt 
the  time,  was  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  on  the  19th  of  March,  185!>.  Events 
moved  slowly  in  those  days,  however,  and  it  was  not  until  a  year  later. 
apparently,  that  the  Warrant  arrived  in  the  colony.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  1880,  the  following  notice  appeared  in  "The  British  Colonist": 
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"VICTURIA  LODGE,  No.  lOM.  -4>ur  Masonic  Brethrm 
will  b«  plnued  to  learn  that  the  Charter  applieil  {or  to  the 
Urand  Lodge  of  England  liai  arrived  and  ii  now  in  ponaetsion 
of  J.  J.  Houthgate,  Eaqr.  Arrangements  are  in  progress  to 
speedily  organize  the  Lodge  in  'due  nnd  ancient  form,'  nl  which 
the  Brethren  will  have  'due  and  timely  notice.' " 

It  took  some  time  to  complete  the  arrangements,  apparently,  for 
it  was  not  until  the  2Hth  of  the  following  August  that  tlie  Lodge  was 
organized.  On  that  date  a  meeting  was  held  in  a  hall  over  Uibben  and 
L'oswell's  store  on  the  corner  of  Yates  and  Langley  streets,  the  follow- 
ing menit)ers  being  present: — 

James  Johnson  Southgnte Merchant 

George  Pearkes iSolicitur 

James  N.  Thain Merchant 

Amor  l)e(    »mos Editor 

Kady  Ganibitz Draper 

Thomas  Harris Gentleman 

Lumley  Franklin Broker 

John  T.  Howard Publican 

William  Henry  Thain farrier 

H.  J.  McUonell 

Past  Masters  Kobert  liurnaby  and  Henry  Agulllur  acteil  as  instal- 
ling officers,  and  Bro.  Kicliard  Lewis  ofliciatsd  as  Tyler. 

The  Lodge  was  duly  constituted  lis  Victoria  Lodge  No.  10S5  on  the 
Grand  Registry  of  England,  and  the  following  olUcers  were  installed: 

Bro.  J.  J.  Southgate VV.  M. 

"     Geo.  Pearkes S.  \V. 

•'     W.  Jeffray J.  VV. 

"     J.  Thain Treasurer 

"     A.  DeCosmos Secretarv 

•  VV.  H.  Thain S.  U. 

•  K.  Gumbitz I.  D. 

"     L.  Franklin L  G. 

"     R.  J.  McUonell lyler 

The  senior  Deacon,  Brother  VV.  II.  Thain,  wns  installed  by  pr  xy. 
Brother  Thomas  Harris  being  installed  lor  him.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  name  of  tlie  Junior  Warden,  Brother  VV.  Jeffray,  does  not 
appear  in  the  list  of  charter  members  although  he  was  evidently 
present,  having  been  installed  and  liavin<^  taken  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meetinn. 

The  regular  meetings  were  fixed  for  the  last  'I'hnrsday  of  each 
month,  and  tliis  was  apparently  adhered  to  for  some  time,  but  early 
in  the  history  of  the  Lodge  the  regular  meetinjjs  were  held  occasionally 
on  the  thirdThursday,  and  sometimes  on  the  .second  Tliursday  of  the 
month. 

At  the  first  regular  mei'tinj;  petitions  for  initiation  were  received 
from  Messrs.  Thomas  A.  McCann  and  .John  Malo\vsch,\k,  the  latter  name 
being  also  spelt  Malowansky  and  Malawanskyh.  Tlie  last-nameil  (;entle- 
man  enjoys  the  hono\.r  of  having  been  the  first  person  initiated  into 
Freemasonry  in  British  Columbia. 

It  cost  somethini;  to  orjranizo  a  Ix)dge  in  those  days,  for  at  one 
of  the  first  meetings  it  was  reported  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Lodge  was  $1,480.50,  while  tlie  funds  on  hand  amounted   to    £27.18.4. 
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It  WM  rMolvcd  to  apply  th«  moMjr  on  hadd  to  th*  rwtuetkm  of  the 
«tobt,  and  tbc  Bmtntmry  waa  givm  th«  privilM*  of  ftviag  hit  nota  for 
tba  balaiMa—bMring  inUraat  at  on*  and  a  half  ym-  omt.  par  month. 

Th«  regular  and  annual  mnting  of  the  Lodge  waa  held  on  the 
t7th  of  Deeember,  1860,  when  a  <ri(lt  waa  reoalved  from  the  Qraml 
Maatar  of  Waahington  Territory,  M.  W.  Brother  E.  Garfield.  Ih, 
oOeert,  that  ia,  the  Maater,  Treasurer  and  J'yler,  were  elected  for  th« 
';Maing  year,  and  the  day  waa  celehrated  by  a  grand  Uall  in  the  eyenlnir. 
The  Ball  waa  held  in  the  fourt  Houa*.,  Jaroea'  Bay,  and  aeeordiag  to 
"The  Britiah  Coloniat"  the  compuny  preaent  waa  large  and  highlv 
reapeclable.  Hii  Kxcelleney  Governor  Douglaa  and  the  Grand  Maater 
of  Washington  Territory  honour<Hi  the  oceaaion  with  their  preaence. 
and  "the  varied  regalia  of  the  Fraternity,  combined  with  the  uniformn 
of  the  gallant  repreaenUtivea  of  the  Koyal  Nayy,  and  all  aet  off  with 
tha  beauty  and  eharma  of  the  fair  sex,  preaented  a  picture  of  enjov- 
m«it,  whilat  whirling  in  the  giddy  walte,  that  could  not  well  be  suV- 


About  the  time  that  these  eventa  were  taking  place  in  Victoria, 
gold  waa  diaeovered  on  the  Thompaon  and  Kraaer  Kivers,  while  previ 
oualy  con  I  had  been  found  at  Nanaimo.  Ihia  eauaed  aettlementa  to  Iw 
eatabliahed  at  Nanaimo,  at  Fort  Yale  and  at  J'ort  Langley,  the  Utt 
mentioned  being  the  metropolia  of  the  mainland,  although  the  town  ws« 
aoon  aft<!rrards  moved  to  New  Westminster,  which  became  tha  aeat  ot 
government  of  the  Colony.  Cariboo  alao  ahared  in  the  excitement  an.l 
attr.    ted  a  larg»  numb<>r  of  men. 

It  ia  not  aurpriain>{,  therefore,  to  learn  that  shortly  after  tlw 
eatabliahment  of  Vict4>ria  Lodge  a  aeoond  Lodge  ahould  have  bwn 
organized,  and  thia  tin  i  at  New  Wcslminater.  A  meeting  to  organize  a 
Lodge  waa  held  at  New  Weatmirister  during  the  winter  o(  18B0,  at  which 
were  preaent  Brothers 

Henry  Holbrook, 

Dr.  Seddall,  of  the  Royal  Kngineera, 
Peacock,  clerk  to  Bro.  Holbrook, 
'  Frye,  of  the  Cuatoms, 

Hickey,  conatable, 
Levi,  storekeeper, 
Boos,  Levi's  partne       nd 
William  Stewart. 

It  was  agreed  to  ask  for  a  Warrant  of  Constitution  from  tli.» 
Grand  Master  of  England,  and  because  the  petitioners  came  from 
different  Jurisdictions,  it  was  decided  to  call  it  the  Union  Lodj."'. 
Brother  Holbrook  was  nominated  as  the  first  Worshipful  Master, 
Brother  Seddall  the  first  Senior  Warden,  and  Brother  Pi  acock  tlie 
flrst  Junior  Warden.  The  petition  was  sent  to  England,  but  the  War 
rant  waa  refused  because,  according  to  the  English  Constitution  tin? 
flrat  office-bearers  must  be  registered  in  the  booka  of  the  Grand  Lodae 
of  England  and  Brother  Peacock  was  a  Scotch  Mason.  Subsequently 
aome  of  the  members  of  Victoria  Lodge,  whose  names  cannot  be  learnt, 
aigned  the  petition  and  a  new  Junior  Warden  was  chosen,  the  result 
being  that  a  Warrant  wag  granted  bearing  the  date  of  the  16th  of 
December,  1861,  and  the  number  1201. 

Unfortunately  the  earlier  records  of  Union  Lodge  were  lost  in  a 
fire  which  occurred  in  1886,  and  the  details  of  its  organization  anJ 
early  proceedings  are  wanting. 
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»»  ..«•*..»,  M'e  have  bwn  informeil  that  a  i.Brtv  in  tl.i.  -»-. 
n,„„it>  have  applW  to  th.  Grand  Lod,p,  nf' ffi,"    ton  C 

r.  *.  A.  M.  in  thia  town,  it  it,  therefore, 

Wa.Sn  T*^"'.'^'"'  '-•'""  >ve  hall  the  Or.n,!  I.„d„e  of 
on  1  VI  "  '"•"""'>■  ""•'  ""  other  nrnn.1  Ix,,l„o.  a.  JJrethren 
ami  Maaon.,  «e  ,1..  not  reco^ni^e  their  r-'-er  to"r  ,  t  d7. 
penaa  „n«  ,.r  Warrant,  out  of  the  dintrict  of  their  oi^  "o untr^ 
and  all  Di.pen,ation.  and  Warrant,  .man.itintf  fronTanv  oth7r' 
-urce  than  the  Grand  Lod^e.  of  the  .notli.r  o  untrv '^n  thT. 

i;lr,^U^rtri::^;Kf  si;^^"  ---  -"- 

hot»v-,   ♦  •'       ??'  "'"^  "■"•  ("••nto'l.  the  H...fl,ren  iH-iiiir  eareful 

mZZ'J"  r?:'"/'"'  P''*<«J''"<=«  "'  the  Grand  I...l,-e  of  England   „ 
may  be  Been  by  the  tenor  of  the  following  re«)Iution:-l         '-"K'"""-  " 

fh„  J!'i°.'  ""*,  V'^"!,''"^  ^■"^f"  ^°-   1"'^'   <"or,li,.llv   respond,   to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland;  hut  in  doing  sn,  tliev  r.-serve  the 

?o  t he  Grnt.  I   'l  '    7i>  T''    *"""  ^""""■■"''""t-  this  roHoIution 
to  the  Grand  Lodgf  of  Kngland  as  a  ninttrr  of  reconl. 

In  due  course  a  Warrant  wng  Rrai.tc.1,  datod 

"Inn    'Ll     .  "'  "'tolH^r,   1862.  a  meeting  wns  hcKI   i„  tho   riall  of 

Brothers    William    Jeffery, 
Sam  GohUtoiie, 
J.  R.  Stewart, 
A.  Scorgip, 
A,  niackmnn, 
T.  S.  Allett, 
Morris  Meyer,  and 
K.  J.  McDonnell. 

Ihe  first  officers  of  the  Lodge  were 

Brother  Wnr  Jeffery r.  W.  Master 

S   Goldstone Senior  Warden 

Alex.  Cain junior  Waiden 

Ihe  last-nan-  1  being  absent,  was  installed  by  proxy. 


Horn*  jmn  tbm  vlApatd  Mora  •  fourtk  Lodg*  wm  orsMiMd.  Semv 
ttOM  during  tka  ynr  \»M  •  mMtiag  of  Mawn*  wu  baki  at  NaMlm<i. 
tha  namca  cf  thoaa  prraant  baing  unhnown.  It  waa  dacldad,  howavar, 
that  a  patitiun  fur  a  Warrant  for  a  Uxiiia  to  ba  hald  at  Nanalmo  ahould 
ba  aant  to  tba  Grand  MaaUr  of  Eflaland,  whi-h  waa  don#.  The  Warrant 
waa  .paetcd  from  England  in  tiM  apring  '<f  IHM,  and  ■■  thara  wa» 
no  suitable  hall  In  tba  town,  a  houi«  wai  rantc<l  at  twanty-Hva  dollam 
a  month.  Tha  building  waa  altarml  to  adapt  it  to  Maaonie  purpoaa* 
and  tha  necmiMry  furnitura  wa*  procurad.  Coniidarabla  dalay  oceurra<l. 
tba  Warrant  having  baan  loat  #itb  the  Steamer  carrying  the  mail* 
between  '*mn  »aneiieo  md  VIetoria.  A  duplicate  waa  lent  for  and 
eventually  reached  tha  colony  in  tha  ipring  of  1H67.  Ihe  meeting  for 
organifinK  the  I^ge  waa  held  on  the  13th  of  May,  |M«7.  and  v.,t■^ 
attendett  by  the  following  charter  members:  — 

Brothers  William  II.  Kranklyn, 
Daniel  Pender, 
Kdward  Beverley  Bog)(, 
JameR  Stanford  Smith, 
KohiTt  William  (arm). 
Alexander  Mayer, 
Daniel   Krew,  and 
James  Milli'r  Brown. 

'I  lie  constitution  of  Nanainio  Ixwigp  was  ntti'mleil  witli  rohnideralili- 
ceremony.  An  emergeut  meeting  of  Victoria  L<id({i>  was  held  on  tli'- 
13th  of  May,  at  which  the  Worshipful  Master,  W.  Brother  Ricliurl 
Lewis,  stated  that  by  virtue  of  a  disfH-nsation  from  tlie  (ironil  Master  Ih- 
was  empowered  to  authorize  ttio  Brethren  to  proceeii  to  Xanaimo  in 
regalia  for  tlie  purpose  of  constituting  tlie  new  I/Mige.  Tliey  accor<l- 
ingly  embarked  on  the  steamer  "Sir  .lames  Dougia*"  with  several  meni- 
bers  of  Vancouver  I/>dge,  and  accompanieil  by  tlie  liand  of  the  volunti-i'i- 
militia.  The  members  of  the  new  Lmlge  and  the  visitors  from  Victoria 
assembled  on  the  morning  of  tlie  15th,  W.  Brother  H<-lbrook,  of  Union 
Lodge,  also  being  present.  Probably  because  Brother  Ilolbrook  hail 
iield  an  ofiice  In  one  of  tlie  Provincial  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  he  wui 
requested  to  take  cli.irge  of  the  procwdings,  which  he  diil,  and  the  Loiij.'!' 
was  duly  constituted  as  Nanaimo  Lodge,  No.  1000. 

'The  low  number  of  Nanaimo  Lodge  is  explained  by  the  (not  tli.it 
shortly  N-fore  this  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Kii):! 'nd  renumtiered  its  Lod;;.-!*. 
in  consetjuence  of  wliicli  Victoria  Lodge,  « :  ich  was  lOS.'),  Iiecame  N'i. 
783,  ar'd  Union  I»dge,  formerly  No.  1201,  became  No.  809. 

Kext  year,  1867,  another  Ixwige  was  warranted  in  Victoria  h\ 
tlie  (fraud  lyxlge  of  England  under  the  name  of  British  Columbia  Loili.''' 
and  the  number  11H7,  the  date  of  its  Warront  lieing  20th  of  July,  1807. 

In  this  year,  1807,  tho  Grand  Muster  Mas  >n  of  Scotland  oppoint'"! 
a  Provincial  (Jrand  Master  for  the  f'oloiiy,  the  ilrother  selected  for  tliit 
honour  beinj;  W.  Brother  I.  W.  Powell.  I'nfortuniitely  the  minutes  of  tli  ■ 
Provincial  (irand  Lodge  are  not  available,  the  only  record  of  its  meetin.-' 
that  I  have  been  able  to  find  beinsr  a  small  leaflet,  for  whieh  I  nm  nnih-i 
obligations  to  M.  W.  Brother  IVuvell.  His  commission  was  dated  titii 
of  May.  1867,  but  it  was  not  until  Decemlier  of  that  year  that  l"' 
called  the  representatives  of  his  Ix)d^e8  together  and  organized  tic 
Provincial  Grand  Lo<Ige.  This  meeting  was  held  on  the  24th  'f 
December,  1867,  and  there  were  present  besides  R.  W.  Brother  Powell. 
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UrotlMra  N.  I.  K««Mla<il, 
K.  f.   HoMm. 
M.    W.    W«ltt. 

^     ('.    CMUplMll. 
.^    O.  RiehardMn, 
Kfv.  Tho«.  NomKrvillc. 
R.  H.  Adam*. 
J.  K.  Hunt, 
P.  .».  Hall, 
J.  R.  Stewart, 
H.  n.  W.  Alkman, 
anil  iierliapi  othera. 

After   the  Provincial  QraiKl   I^l|^  had  .-n  eallml   to  order  the 

Provincial  Grand   Master  addrpaiuNi  the  Br>  ren  briefly,  atating  that 

he  had  already  ((ranted  diapenaationi  for  thr  .matinn  of  two  I-Nluea— 

«'aribo<>,  at  narkeriville,  iiilioeiiiK'ntly  warr.  ie.1  a*  No.  400,  and  Cale 
donia,  at  -Nanaimo,  which  afti-rwardi  iil>taine<l  a  warrant  numbered  \'i 

The  Provinc-ial  Granil  Matter  th<n  proceeded  to  invest  his  ufScert,  »    ■ 
were  as  follows: — 

R.  W.  Bro.  Norton  T.  Neustadt.  Provincial  Deputy  Grand  Master 

W.     "     R.   H.  Adams Provincial  Senior  Grand  Warden 

"     .1.  K.  Hunt Provincial  Junior  Grand  Warden 

••       ••     .1.  R.  Stewart Provincial  Grand  Treasurer 

•'     A.  U.  Richardson Provincial  Grand  Secretary 

••     Ucv.  T.  Sonierville Provincial  Grand  Chaplain 

■  A.  (.  t'ampbell   ..Provinr'il  Senior  Grand  Ueacon 

"  E.  ('.  Holden Provincial  Junior  Grand  Deacon 

"  H.  H.  \V.  .A ikmiin.     Provincial  Grand  Sword  Bearer 

"       "     1'.  J.  Hall Provincial  Grand  Tyler 

The  Brethren  of  the  EnKlixh  Constitution  had,  at  nn  early  date  in 
their  history,  endeavoured  to  secure  the  appointment  of  a  District  Grand 
Master,  and  at  various  times  had  narsed  renolutions  and  had  sent 
petitions  to  the  Grind  Lodse  of  Rnffland  urk'ini;  such  appointment.  Kor 
some  time,  however,  the  Grand  Master  of  Kn^land  hesitated  to  (jrant 
the  request.  The  reason  nt  lir«t  given  was  Miat  no  District  Grand 
Mastei  would  l)«  appointed  til  tliere  were  lea  »  three  Ix>d|;es  in 
the  Colony  working  under  tl.i  KinrMsh  Con  ition.  This  dilllculty 
was  removed  early  in  1K88  when  Nar.iimo  L.  •  was  warrante<l.  In 
July,  1H67,  British  Coliiinliia  Lodge  w  \>  nurra.  ^e.!,  making  the  number 
of  English  Ixxlgcs  four,  but  still  i.  [mi,.ii»  ,,a»  granteil.  Shortiv  before 
that  date,  however,  the  Grund  Mi  it  Mason  of  Scotland  had  as 
already  mentioned,  appointed  a  Prov.  ;..!  Grind  Master  for  the  Colony, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  :  i  igliind  nia,.  .ive  feared  that  the  presedence 
so  carefully  resen-ed  li  ^  toria  I,o'l^.,  wan  in  danger  of  being  lost, 
for  in  the  fall  of  1H«7  a  intent  dnti-l  Klili  nf  Septcntticr.  1807,  was 
issued  to  W.  nmtlier  Robert  Hurnaby,  appointing  him  District  Grand 
Master  for  the  Colonii-s  of  British  Columbia  und  Vancouver  Island. 

Although  dated  as  almve  it  is  pro)ial>lc  that  the  patent  was  not 
received  by  Brother  Biirnaby  until  early  in  IHflS  ns  it  wna  not  until  the 
spring  of  that  year  thnt  lie  comniunicate<l  the  fn  t  that  he  had  rceiveil 
the  patent  to  several  Rretlircn.  A  meeting  was  Held  at  his  residence  on 
the  14th  of  March,  ISllH.  to  make  the  preliminary  arrangements  for 
the  formation  of  a  District  Grand  I^idgc,  tlie  following  Brethren  being 
present : 
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Robert  Bunutby, 
Henry  Holbrook, 
W.  Clark, 
J.  Cooper, 
Lumley  Franklin, 
George  Pearkei,  and 
Robert  Plummer,  Jr. 

The  District  Grand  Master  etated  that  he  had  nominated  the  fol- 
lowing Brethren  as  officers  of  the  District  Grand  Lodge,  all  of  whom 
had  signified  their  willingness  to  accept  officers,  viz: 

\V.  Bro.  H.  Holbrook,  P.M.  Lodge  No.  890,  Deputy  District  Grand  Master 

"      •'    J.  F.  McCreight,  W.M.  Lodge  No.  783,  8r.  District  Grand  Warden 

"      "     W.  H.  Smith,  W.M.  Lodge  No.  899.  .Jr.  District  Grand  Warden 

"     Rev.  F.  P.  Gribble,  M.M.  rx)dge  No.  1187,  District  Grand  Chaplain 

"      "     G.  Pearkes,  P.M.  Lodge  No.  783 District  Grand  Registrar 

"    R.  Plummer,  J  r.,Uir.  Cer.  Lodge  No.  783,  District  Grand  Secretary 

W.     "     W.  Clark,  W.M.  Lodge  No.  1090 District  Grand  S.  D. 

"      "     T.  Harris,  W.M.  Lodge  No.  1187 District  Grand  J.  D. 

"      "     R.  Lewis.  P.M.  Lodge  No.  783 District  Grand  Supt.  of  W. 

"      "     L.  Franklin,  P.M.  I^dge  No.  783.. District  Grand  Dir.  of  Cer 

"      "     W.  Beck.  P.M.  Lodge  No.  ',  33 District  Grand  Swd.  Bearer 

"     P.  Medana,  Organist  Lodge  No.  783 Disti   A  Grand  Organist 

•'     J.  Blackbourne,  S.W.  Lodge  No  783,  District  Grand  Pursuivant 

W.     "     J.  Cooper,  P.M.  Lodge  No.  890 District  Grand  Steward 

"      "     W.  H.  Franklyn,  P.M.  Lodge  No.  1090.  .District  Grand  Steward 

"     G.  Creighton,  S.D.  Lodge  No.  1187 District  Grand  Tyler 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  District  fJrand  Ixidge  was  organized  on 
a  much  more  pretentious  basis  than  the  T'l.vincial  Grand  Lodge,  while 
the  "social  side  of  Masonry"  was  not  ne;.lected,  for  the  record  states 
that  "the  health  of  each  Brother  present  was  drunk  as  his  name  was 
mentioned,"  and  each  returned  tlianks  for  the  honour  done  him  and 
promised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Craft. 
Then  that  there  might  be  no  cause  for  jealousy,  the  healths  of  the 
absent  officers  were  also  drunk. 

The  Provincial  and  District  Grand  Lodses  being  now  in  working 
order,  matters  proceeded  smoothly  enough,  the  Provincial  and  District 
Grand  Masters  being  warm  personal  friends  and  each  being  imbup<l 
witli  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  tlie  welfare  of  the  Craft  in  general. 
Ihe  only  thing  that  occurred  to  mar  tho  harmony  existing  between  tho 
two  Jurisdictions  was  a  complaint  made  by  certain  Lodges  in  Victoria 
thai  material  rejected  by  them  had  been  accepted  by  Lodges  of  the 
other  Jurisdiction.  This,  however,  was  strongly  denied  by  the  Lodges 
concerned,  and  apparently  the  denial  was  accepted. 

A  fourth  Lodge  under  the  Grand  Ix>dge  of  Scotland  was  formed  h\ 
dispensation  of  the  Provincial  Grar  1  Master — Mount  Hernia  n  I^odgp. 
which  was  organized  at  Hastings  n  .January,  1869.  One  other  dis- 
pensation for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued  by  the  Provincial  Grand  Master 
for  Scotland — that  for  Quadra  Lodge — but  no  new  Lodge  was  formed 
under  the  English  Constitution. 

The  petitioners  for  the  Warrant  for  Quadra  Lodge  were: 

Brotl.er  James  Graheme R.  W.  M. 

Geo.  Grant S.  W. 

W.  Frazer J.  W. 

"        Otis  Parsons Treasurer 
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Hroth«r  H.  F.  HeittcmiMi Saereterr 

F.  H.  lAmb j>l   D 

"        C.  StrouM .J.  D. 

"        A.  Attrico l' o' 

P.  J.  Hall XyieV 

together  with  Brother.  I.  W.  Powell,  Kriemler  and  H.  B.  W.  Altanan. 

on  *h^*?fi.'^rT''-'"'"*°fI?,""*."''«"  *•"  Brethren  were  called  together 
offlJl,  I  ♦  .li'^^'S^'J^^i-  ""'"  *•>•  ^K«  *"  constituted  and  the 
offlcers  insUlled  by  R.  W.  Brother  I.  W.  Powell. 

The  Warrant  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  probably  arrived  in 
due  cour*.   but  it  i,  doubtful  whether  the  Lodge  ever  worked  undeV  it 

fnrm7*^„  »  •  V""^  """'  '"**  '"  *'"'  y""'  ""d  ^y  that  time  the 
formatioi.  of  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  wa.  being  proceeded  with. 

i«emrr':t87?!ar''e'ha  ""  *°  "'''  ■"*'""^*"«  *'-°'«'  °'  *""  >"*  °' 
«riti2"colum'^a5^  ''"•  -  "'  ''"'""''  ^"^  ''"•«""'  '"  *»■«  P™--"  «>' 

T   »  ^I"','.*   '"""^'ng   the   minutes  of   this   meeting   is   a   "Return   of 
Intrants'  pasted   in   the  Minuto  Book,   in  which   the   number  of  the 
.rj!u^T^   "'  ^"^-     ''"''^  "ext  meeting,   a   regular   meeting   held 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1871  has  its  minutes  headed 

"Quadra  Lodge  No.  8  on  the  Registry  of  British  Columbia." 
I  infer  from  this  that  the  Warrant  arrived  shortly  before  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Grand  Lodge— evidently  after  the  convention  to  orga- 
nize the  new  Grand  Lodge  had  been  held,  while  the  numbers  of  the 
various  Lodges  taking  part  were  probably  discussed  and  allotted  at  this 
convention,  which  would  account  for  the  Ix)dge  attaching  the  number  8 
to  the  minutes  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  Grand  Lod^e  was 
actually  organized.  '^ 

„  Thus  there  were,  early  in  1871,  four  Lodges  under  the  English 
Constitution  and  five  under  the  Scottish,  governed  bv  a  District  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  and  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  r f"  Scotland.  At  the 
head  of  the  District  Grand  Lodge  was  R.  W.  Brother  Robert  Burnabv. 
and  under  him  were  the  Lodges 

Victoria,    Xo.    783, 
Union,  No.  899, 
Nanaimo,  No.   1090,  and 
British  Columbia,  No.  1187. 

Over   the  Provincial   Grand  lyjdge   R.   W.   Brother   I.   W.   Powell 
presided,  and  the  Lodges  in  his  charge  were 
Vancouver,  No.  421, 
Cariboo,  No.  469, 
Caledonia,  No.  478, 
Mount  Hermon,  No.  491.  and 
Quadra,   (u.  d.)  No.  508. 

Some  time  before  this  a  movement  to  organize  an  independent 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  colony  had  been  started,  Vancouver  Lodge  appar- 
ently taking  the  lead.  On  the  Iflth  of  December,  1868,  a  regular  meeting 
of  that  Lodge  was  held,  there  being  present  thirtv  members  of  the 
JxKige  and  seven  visitors,  three  of  whom  were  from  Cariboo  Lodge  and 
one  from  Union.  A  series  of  resolutions,  too  long  to  be  given  here 
was  introduced,  the  mover,  W.  Bro.  R.  H.  Adams,  stating  that  he  would 
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bring  thrai  up  for  action  at  a  tubMquent  meeting.  BvieilT,  they  recite 
the  eonditioo  of  Freemasonry  aa  it  then  exiated  in  the  colonv;  the 
diffieultiet  that  continually  occurred  iMcauie  of  the  ditUnce  from  the 
parent  Grand  Lodgea  and  the  long  delaya  in  correspondence;  ui  a„ 
deeirability  of,  and  the  advantage  to  be  secured  by  the  formation  of 
an  independant  Grand  Lodge. 

T  J  The«f/e«>lutiona  were  accordingly  brought  up  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Lodge  held  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1««0,  and  were  adopted.  Thev  were 
forthwith  communicated  to  the  other  Lodges  in  tne  '^olonv.  with  a 
suggestion  that  each  Lodge  appoint  a  committee  *  ^  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee from  Vancouver  Lodge  as  to  the  beat  mode  of  carrying  them  into 
effect.  Ihey  were  variously  received.  Jfr.st  of  the  Scotch  Lodges  at 
once  fell  in  with  the  proposal  and  appointed  delegates,  Caledonia  Lodge 
refusing.  The  English  Lodges,  on  the  other  hand,  declined  to  entertain 
the  proposition,  with  ,ir  .xccption  of  Victoria  Ix)dge,  whicli  sent  them 
to  the  District  Grand  Master  with  the  request  that  he  lay  them  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  This  he  did  in  a  letter  remarkable  for 
Its  temperate  and  impartial  statement  of  the  case,  addressed  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  England,  who  was  at  the  time  V.  W.  Brother  John 
Hervey.  The  letter  received  by  the  District  Grand  witfter  in  reply 
expressed  the  regret  of  the  Grand  Secretary  that  the  Br«thren  in  the 
colony  should  do  anything  which  might  tend  to  lessen  the  influence 
they  possessed  as  members  of  the  English  Constitution,  and  the  fear 
that  a  Grand  Lodge  of  such  limited  membership  would  simply  be  tlie 
laughing-stock  of  the  Masonic  world. 

The  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Scotland,  although  lie  fullv 
recognized  the  desirability  of  an  independent  Grand  Lodge,  also  declined 
to  move  in  the  matter  without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, and  accordingly  transmitted  to  his  Grand  Lodge  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions.  If  any  reply  i..  his  communication  was  received, "there  is 
no  record  of  it. 

Vancouver  Lodge,  however,  seems  to  have  gone  ahead  with  tlie 
scheme,  and  evidently  submitted  it  to  a  number  of  Canadian  and  Ameri- 
can Grand  Lodges  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  kind  of  reception 
the  new  Grand  Lodge  might  expect.  .Apparently  tne  result  was  encour- 
aging, for  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  January,  1871,  it  was 
announced  that  all  the  Grand  Lodges  communicated  with  had  signified 
their  sympathy  with  and  approval  of  the  project.  Thereupon  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  meeting  of  a  convention  of 
the  Masters,  Wardens  and  Past  Masters  of  the  different  Lodges  in  the 
colony. 

Tiie  commit' -•>  accordingly  issued  a  call  for  a  convention  to  be  heTil 
in  the  city  of  oria  on  the  I8th  of  March,   1871.     .\gain  Victoria 

Lodge  was  the  nly  English  Lodge  whicli  favoured  the  nioveineiit. 
and  upon  receipt  of  the  communication  from  Vancouver  Lodge  forwarded 
it  to  the  District  Grand  Master  with  a  request  that  the  Lodge  !).■ 
allowed  to  attend  the  meeting.  The  District  Grand  Master  subniitt.' ! 
tht  correspondence  to  the  District  Hoard  of  General  Purposes  wliieli, 
after  due  cnnsideration,  decided  tliat  the  time  was  not  opportune  for 
the  formation  of  an  independent  Grand  Lodge  although  such  a  step 
might  be  advisable  in  the  future,  and  acting  on  this  advice  the  District 
Grand  Master  refused  to  allow  his  Lodges  to  send  delegates  to  tlie 
convention. 

Notwithstanding  the  aloofness  of  the  English  Brethren,  the  repre 
sentatives  of   the   Scotch   Lodges   held   the  convention   on   ^lareh    l>*tli, 
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1871,  according  to  tchedule,  and  decided  to  form  •  Grand  Lodge  for 
tlie  colony.  There  ia  no  record  of  the  meeting,  and  it  ia  not  known 
who  were  preaent  except  W.  Brothera  Simeon  Duck  and  G.  C.  Keaya  and 
Brothera  H.  F.  Heiaterman  and  George  Grant.  R.  W.  Brother  I.  \V. 
Powell,  who,  however,  waa  alaent  from  the  colony  waa  elected  Grand 
Master  and  Brother  H.  F.  Heiaterman,  Grand  Secretary,  and  an  invita- 
tion waa  aent  to  and  accepted  by  M.  W.  Brother  the  Hon.  Ellwood 
Evans,  Paat  Grand  Master  of  Washington,  to  attend  and  insUII  the 
officers  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge.  An  invitation  to  be  preaent  was  also 
sent  to  R.  W.  Brother  Burnaby,  upon  receipt  of  which  he  instructed  the 
District  Grand  Secretary  to  attend  the  meeting  and  protest  against  its 
proceeding  in  the  matter.  " 

This  he  did,  and  the  protest  waa  effoctual,  for  the  representatives  of 
Caledonia  Lodge  returned  home  with  the  information  that  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Grand  Lodge  had  been  indefinitely  postponed. 

Some  time  during  the  summer  R.  W.  i>rother  Powell  returned  from 
England  and  found  the  Brethren  in  a  state  of  dissension  and  discord. 
Feelings  ran  high,  and  the  two  sections  nf  the  (raft  were  hardly  on 
speaking  terms.  He  and  R.  \\.  Brother  Burnaby  held  several  consul- 
tations on  the  subject,  and  after  agreeing  between  themselves  that  the 
formation  of  on  independent  Grand  Loilve  was  desirable,  decided 
to  submit  the  question  to  a  vote  of  all  the  members  of  their  respective 
.Jurisdictions.  It  was  stipulated  and  understood  by  the  Hrethren  that 
in  the  event  of  the  (raft  voting  in  favour  of  an"  independent  Grand 
Lodge,  either  Brother  Powell  or  Brother  Burnaby  would  be  the  first 
Grand  Master,  and  whicliever  was  not  elected  Crand  Master  would  be 
made  Pasi  Grand  Master. 

A  circulor  was  accordingly  issued  by  the  Provincial  ,ind  District 
Grand  Masters  to  their  respective  Lodges  iiistriictin-j  the  Brethren  to 
vote  on  the  question  of  forming  an  independent  Grand  Lod>;e.  The 
result  of  the  vote  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  in  favour  of  and 
twenty-eight  against  the  i)roposition.  'I  he  result  of  the  vote  being  so 
overwhelmingly  in  favour  of  forming  a  Grand  Lodge  another  conven- 
tion was  called  and  was  held  in  Victoria  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1S71, 
tiiere  being  present  the  representatives  of  all  the  I^iodges  in  the  Province 
with  the  exception  of  Union  Lodge,  which  declined  tn  join.  Brother 
James  A.  Grahame.  of  Quadra  Lodjje  was  i  ppninted  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  and  Brother  H.  F.  Heisterman,  of  the  same  Lodge,  Secretary. 
A  resolution  declaring  it  <-xpod=  t  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge  in  and  for 
the  Province  of  British  Columbia  was  carried  unanimously  and  amidst 
great  applause,  and  immediately  afterwards  another  declaring  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  British  Columbia  to  be  formed  was  also  carried  unanimously. 
R.  W.  Brother  Powell  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  in  consideration 
of  their  valuable  services  R.  \V.  Brother  Burnaby  was  made  an  honorary 
Past  Grand  Master,  and  W.  Brother  .Tames  A.  Grahame  an  honorary 
Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  new  Gti'ThI  Lodge.  After  some  formal 
business  was  transacted  the  meeting  adjou  -neil,  and  was  called  toget'  ■>t 
again  on  the  il'itli  of  December,  1871,  when  the  o'Vicers-eleot  were  in- 
stalled by  M.  \V.  Brother  Burnaby. 

Xanaimo  Lotige  and  Caledonia  I»dgc  displayed  some  reluctance  to 
accept  Warrants  from  tlie  now  Grand  I>odge,  fearing  that  they  would 
be  called  on  to  change  their  rituals  (and  in  the  case  of  Caledonia 
Lodge,  their  clothing.)  However,  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Master  was 
read  in  Xi..iaimo  Lodge,  and  one  from  the  Grand  Secretary  in  Caledonia 
l^dge.  stating  that  all  the  Lodges  could  practice  their  own  rituals  so 
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long  a*  tbejr  dMi.«<l,  whinh  mwdmI  to  dUp«l  tb*  tmn  of  th*  Brethran, 
•M  the  BOW  Warrant*  were  aoeepted. 

Tbe  ilrat  epeeial  or  emergent  meeting  of  Orand  Lodge  waa  held  in 
the  city  of  New  Weetminiter  on  the  30th  of  July,  1872,  the  occaaion 
being  the  laying  of  the  comer  atone  of  the  Moriaary  Chapel  of  the 
Masonic  Cemetery  at  Sapperton.  Beaidea  the  Orand  Lodge  officers  there 
were  prenent  about  sixty  of  the  Brethren,  ^nd  the  stone  was  laid  in  due 
and  ancient  form  by  the  Grand  Master,  M.  W.  Brother  I.  W.  Powell. 
Unfortunately,  although  the  comer  stone  was  so  well  and  truly  laid 
thirty-seven  years  ago,  the  Mortuary  Chapel  has  not  made  any  further 
progress.  ^ 

A  peculiar  circumstance  in  connection  with  this  function  was  the 
presence  of  an  Oddfellows'  Lodge,  as  such.  In  the  "Order  of  Procession" 
the  formation  is 

Two  Tylers. 

Band. 

The  Noble  Grand,   OfBcers  and   mfmU-.s  of  the   Oddfellows' 

Lodge  No.  3,  New  Westminster,  and  visiting  Brethren. 

While  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  Address  said, 

_  "In  thanking  the  many  for  their  attendance  to-day,  let  me  particu- 
larize our  hearty  appreciation  of  the  presence  of  a  sister  organization — 
the  Odd  Fellows.  Their  mission  is  also  one  of  benevolence  and  charity; 
and  their  association  and  co-operation  to-day  is  most  gratifying  evidence 
to  their  cordial  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  our  presentassemblage." 

At  the  time  of  the  above-mentioned  meeting  Union  Lodge  was  still 
on  the  English  registry.  It  shortly  afterwards  joined  the  new  Grp.nd 
Lodge,  for  at  the  annual  communication  held  on  December  7tli,  1872,  the 
Grand  Master  expressed  his  gratification  that  unification  of  the  Craft 
had  been  accomplished  by  Union  Lodpe  transferring  its  allegiance.  The 
fraternal  feeling  displayed  by  the  new  Gran.!  Lodge  in  laying  the 
corner  stone  for  Union  Lodge — and  probably  the  persuasive  eloquence 
of  Brothers  Powell  and  Burnaby — no  doubt  hastened  the  action  of  Union 
Lodge  in  the  matter,  for  M.  W.  Brother  Powell  stated  in  his  Address 
that  it  was  only  a  few  days  after  the  emergent  meeting  tliat  a  request 
for  admission  to  the  fold  was  received  from  the  Lodge.  The  few  months' 
delay  however,  lost  I  iiion  I^dpe  its  place  on  the  roll,  and  instead  of 
being  No.  2,  it  had  to  be  content  with  No.  9. 

At  this  communication  the  Grand  Master  reported  also  that  all 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Dominion  and  all  those  of  the  United  Stotes, 
with  the  exception  of  Indiana,  had  "extended  a  hearty  recognition  and 
warm  welcome"  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge.  Indiana  had  not  refused  to 
recognize  them,  but  was  waiting  to  see  what  action  would  be  taken 
by  tlie  British  Grand  Lodges. 

At  this  Communication,  too,  provision  was  made  for  the  institution 
of  a  Charity  Fund,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of 
General  Purposes  that  ru'es  governing  the  Fund  might  be  drawn  up. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  in  1873  the  Board  submitted  these 
rules,  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  two  Funds — a  Benevolent 
Fund  and  a  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund.  These  were  u.  be  inaugurated 
by  a  contribution  from  each  Lodge  of  two  dollars  for  every  member  on 
its  roll  and  the  same  for  every  Brother  raised  or  affiliated.  The  sup- 
port of  the  Funds  was  provided  for  by  levying  an  assessment  of  tliree 
dollars  per  annum  on  every  member.    Of  the  money  so  collected  three- 
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fourths  wore  to  be  devoted  to  the  Fund  of  Benevolence  and  one-fourth 
to  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

In  thii  year— 1873 — on  the  6th  of  November,  the  two  Lodges  in 
Nanaimo,  Nanairoo  No.  3  and  Caledonia  No.  6,  agreed  to  amalgamate, 
anu  their  requetit  to  be  allowed  to  do  to  was  (rranted  by  Qrand  Lodge 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1873,  and  at  the  same  time  the  name  of  the 
Lodge  was  changed  to  Ashlar,  the  number  of  Nanaimo  Lodge  being 
retained. 

Some  objection  ht  iig  been  made  to  the  date  of  mreting  of  Grand 
Lodge,  no  Annual  communication  was  held  in  1874,  but  an  emer^^ent 
Communication  was  held  at  Nanaimo  on  th<  ilst  of  October  of  that  year 
to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Hall  at  that  place. 

Although  this  is  called  a  special  Communication  of  Orand  Lodge,  it 
does  not  appear  that  Grand  Lodge  wag  opened  !>t  all.  The  Orand 
Master  opened  Ashlar  Lodge  and  laid  the  comer  stone,  after  which  he 
surrendered  the  gavel  to  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Ashlar  Lodge,  who 
conferred  the  first  degree  on  a  candidate.  When  this  had  been  done 
the  Lodge  was  called  to  refreshment  to  partake  of  the  inevitable  banquet, 
after  which  labour  was  resumed  and  the  Lodge  drank  the  healths  of 
the  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Grand  Master,  and  of  anyone  else 
whose  name  Imppened  to  occur  to  them. 

At  this  meeting,  whether  one  of  Grand  Lodge  or  Ashlar  Lodge,  the 
announcement  was  made  t'.. '  t  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  had  exten  d 
recognition  to  the  new  Grand  Lodge. 

Affairs  Masonic  proceeded  uneventfully  until  the  meeting  of  Giand 
Lodge  in  February,  1878,  the  Craft  holding  its  own,  but  no  material 
advance  being  made.  At  this  Communication  it  was  announced  that 
the  four  Lodges  in  Victoria  had  amalgamated  into  two— Victoria  ard 
Britisli  Columbia  Lodges  uniting  to  form  Victoria-Columbia,  No.  1, 
an'*  Vancouver  and  Quadra  Lodges  joining  to  make  Vancouver  and 
Quadra  Lodge  No.  2. 

Various  Grand  Masters  during  these  years  had  urged  the  erection 
of  a  Masonic  building  in  Victoria,  but  although  the  project  invariably 
received  the  approval  of  the  different  committees  to  which  it  was 
referred,  no  active  move  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  matter  until 
1877,  when  a  Building  Association  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  July  of  that  year  two  lots  were  purchased  on 
the  corner  of  Douglas  and  Fisguard  streets,  the  price  being  one  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  property  was  decd^  tu  the  Grand 
Master  in  trust  and  subsequently  conveyed  to  the  Craft  by  a  trust  deed. 
A  contract  was  let  for  the  buildinp  at  eight  thousand,  five  huni'red  and 
twenty-eiglit  dollars,  and  it  was  expected  that  tne  building  would  be 
finished  and  ready  for  dedication  on  June  24th,  1878.  Matters  did  not 
advance  so  rapidly  as  was  expected,  however,  and  it  was  not  until  April 
22nd,  1878,  that  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  buildi^ig  was  laid,  the 
dedication  not  taking  place  until  the  28th  of  October  in  the  same  year. 
Incidentally  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  cost  considerably  exceec'ed  th 
contract  price. 

In  1870  another  change  in  the  time  of  meetin;^  of  Grand  Lodge  wau 
made,  the  date  being  altered  from  February  to  -Tune. 

Although  application  had  been  made  Co  the  Grand  Txtdge  of  Scot- 
land for  recognition  immediately  upon  the  formati6n  of  Grand  Lodge, 
that  Grand  Lodge  for  some  reason,  but  in  a  manner  quite  consistent 
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with  ita  contUnt  prMti«c,  paid  no  attention  to  tlie  conununicat'on,  and 
in  the  .4Hdi»«a««  of  different  Grand  Maatert  we  find  reference  to  thia 
apparent  laelc  of  eourteay.  Howerer,  in  1880  M.  W.  Brotlier  Uarriaon 
Informed  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  had  at  laat 
recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Britiah  Columbia— nine  years  after  the 
requeat  had  been  made.  Even  then  it  wa«  a  conditional  recoirnition. 
Scotland  claiming  the  right 

Ut.  lo  protect  the  interest  of  any  of  ita  Lod-,*  which 
might  exist  in  the  Province,  and 

2nd.  To  protect  the  righU  of  any  Lodge*  which  might 
anbaequentljr  be  formed  in  the  Province  under  ita  authority. 

To  the  flrat  claim,  as  M.  W.  Brother  Harrison  pointed  out,  there 
could  be  no  excei/licii,  as  no  Scotch  Lodges  remained,  but  to  the  second 
he  entered  a  strung  protest  in  which  he  was  stronoly  supported  by  the 
committee  on  his  Address.  The  Grand  Lodge,  too,  liopted  a  resolution 
denying  the  right  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  or  of  anv  other 
Grand  Lodge,  to  Warrant  Lodges  in  the  Province.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  has  made  no  attempt  to  invade 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia. 

In  spite  of  the  expectations  of  rapid  pro^^ess  which  obtained  when 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  organized,  no  attempt  was  made  for  some  ten 
years  to  institute  a  new  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction.  In  1881  the  Board 
of  General  Purposes  reported  that  the  preliminary  steps  had  been  taken 
to  organize  a  new  Lodge  at  Yale,  which  was  then  a  flourishing  town. 
The  Board  stated  that  the  requiren-cnts  of  the  I'onstitution  had  been 
complied  with  and  recommend<-a  that  a  Warrant  be  issued.  Fifteen 
Brethren  joined  in  the  petition  for  a  new  Lodge,  a  dispensation  for 
which  was  issued  on  the  22nd  of  June,  1881,  under  the  name  of  Cascade 
Lodge  No.  10.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1881,  "a  more  extended  dispensa- 
tion" was  issued,  and  on  the  29th  of  October,  1881,  by  order  of  the 
Gland  Master,  a  Warrant  was  given  it,  the  officers  named  in  the  War- 
rant being  Brothers  Alex.  Lindsay,  Worshipful  Master,  Isaac  Oppen- 
heimer.  Senior  Warden,  and  Benjamin  Douglas,  Junior  Warden. 

Its  existence  was  of  short  duration,  a  fire  at  Yale  and  the  chnnges 
incident  to  railway  construction  having  made  it  expedient  to  return 
the  Warrant  *o  Grand  Lodge  inside  of  a  year.  The  Board  of  Genoral 
Purposes  in  1882  in  reporting  the  fact  stated  that  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Warrant  had  been  surrendered,  it  had  been 
agreed  to  issue  a  new  Warrant  free  of  charge  to  a  fluflicient  number  of 
the  original  petitioners  at  any  time  during  the  ensuing;  twelve  months, 
should  it  be  thought  advisable.  Unfortunately  the  happy  hour  never 
came,  and  the  first-born  of  the  Grand  Lodge  died  in  infancy. 

Tlie  membership  in  the  Jurisdiction,  too,  remained  practically 
stationary  for  a  number  of  years.  At  the  time  of  its  organization  in 
1871  the  Grand  Lodge  had  under  its  j-irisdiction  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  members,  and  it  was  not  until  1886  that  the  Grand  Master 
was  able  to  report  any  substantial  gain.  In  that  year  the  returns 
showed  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  members  on  the  roll,  and  the 
Grand  Secretary  reported  tlie  formation  of  a  now  Tiodge — this  time  at 
Kamloops,  under  the  nau'e  of  Kamloops  Lodge  and  the  number  of  the 
defunct  Lodge  at  Yale — Xo.   10. 

In  1886  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  completed  through  to 
the  coast,  bringing  with  it  a  large  num'ber  of  eastern  Masons  and 
opening  the  way  for  many  others  to  come  and  settle  in  the  Provin;- 
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From  this  time  th«  hiator/  of  Grand  Lodge  is  one  of  anintarruptad 
progreM.  New  Lodge*  were  kdded  year  by  v««r,  and  the  Craft  hae 
■tendily  grown  until  at  the  date  of  the  laet  Lodge  retuma  (December 
31»t,  1908)  there  were  forty-seven  Warranted  Lodge*  and  e'.ght  under 
dispensation,  with  a  total  membership  of  four  thousjind  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight. 

Here,  Brethren,  I  conclude-  this  brief  and  necessarily  imperfect 
sketch.  I  am  aware  that  many  interesting  details  have  been  omitted, 
and  I  have  not  attempted  to  deal  with  the  history  "f  eacl.  Lodge  in 
detail  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  matters  coiinetled  with  the  forma- 
tion of  Grand  Lodge.  From  a  small  and  insignificant  beginning,  which 
really  seemed  to  justify  the  fear  of  the  Gra..d  .Secretary  of  England  that 
the  new  Grand  Ix>dg«  would  be  the  laughingstock  of  the  Masonic  world, 
we  have  grown  to  these  magnificent  proportion*.  How  proud,  then, 
we  should  be  of  those  pioneers  of  Fre-masonry  who  with  faith  in  the 
future  of  the  Province  assumed  the  risk  of  fii'ire  and  bore  the  burden 
and  heat  of  the  day  in  establishing  s'.d  carrying  through  to  success 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Colurabip.  I^et  us  hope — and  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect — that  those  at  ♦he  head  of  our  atfairs  will  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  pant,  be  Hvtuaied  by  the  same  true  Masonic  spirit 
and  guided  by  the  same  high  Masonic  motives. 

"May  Brotherly  love  prevail,  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue 
cement  us." 
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